
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1 to 12, as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus, comprising: 
an a) input unit that inputs means fo r inputting successive image data; 

a b) detection unit that detects means fo r det e cting a change between the 
successive image data; 

a e) generation unit that generates m e ans fo r generating initial contour 
information for extracting an object existing present in the image data A in accordance with 
an output of from said detection unit and a color of the image data means; and 

an d) extraction unit that extracts means for extracting object image data 
corresponding to the object on the basis of the initial contour information generated by said 
generation unit means. 

2. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, further comprising a coding unit that encodes means for coding the object image 
data extracted by said extraction unit means. 

3. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 2, further comprising a transmission unit that transmits m e ans fo r transmitting the 
image data encoded coded by said coding unit means. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the image data input by said input unit means include data picked up by a 
video camera, said input unit means inputs parameter data concerning a camera parameter 
of the video camera, and said detection unit means detects a change between the successive 
in image data based on the parameter data. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein said detection unit means performs different detection processing in 
accordance with the parameter data. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 4, wherein said input unit means includes the video camera. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said generation unit means includes a first area-division unit that performs 
means for performing area division based on otra color and textur e, and a second 
area-division unit that performs m e ans for p e rforming area division based on motion of 
image data, and generates the initial contour information in accordance with outputs from 
said first and second area-division units means. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 7, further comprising a display unit that displays means for displaying image data 
input by said input unit means , wherein said display unit means can display an extraction 
result of said extraction unit means so as to visually check the extraction result. 
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9. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein said coding unit means performs coding processing complying with 
MPEG-4 (ISO/EC 14496). 

10. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according to 
claim 2, further comprising a recording unit that records m e ans fo r re co r ding image data 
encoded coded by said coding unit means on a recording medium. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising the 

steps of: 

an input step of a} inputting successive image data; 

a detection step of b) detecting a change between the successive image data; 

a generation step of e) generating initial contour information for extracting 
an object existing present in the image data A in accordance with a detection result of th e an 
output of said detection step and a color of the image data ; and 

an extraction step of d) extracting object image data corresponding to the 
object on the basis of the gene r ated initial contour information generated in said generation 
step. 

12. (Currently Amended) A storage medium which stores computer 
readable program codes for executing of image processing steps, including s t eps, wh e rein 
the st or age medium stores : 

a) a c o de o f an input step of inputting successive image data; 

b) a code o f a detection step of detecting a change between the 
successive image data; 
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c) a code of a generation step of generating initial contour information for 
extracting an object existing pre s e nt in the image data A in accordance with an output of said 
a detecti o n result of the detection step and a color of the image data ; and 

d) a code of an extraction step of extracting object image data corresponding 
to the object on the basis of the initial contour information generated in the said generation 
step. 
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